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It was a lovely summer in the countryside. A mother duck
was busy hatching eggs.

Finally, the eggs began to crack. Little ducklings came out
one by one. But one big egg was still lying there. The mother duck

sighed and sat down on it again.
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Several days later, a duckling came out of the egg. He was

large and ugly.
“Is this my baby?” the mother duck was confused. “Is that a

turkey’s egg?”
The mother duck took the ducklings to the river. Everyone

was swimming around, including the ugly duckling.
The mother duck relaxed and smiled. “He is not a turkey, he

!
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One day, an old duck came to see the ducklings. When she
saw Ugly Duckling, she said to the mother duck, “This one is ugly.
What a shame!”

“Madam, he’s not handsome, but he’s a good boy,” the

mother duck said.
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One day, the mother duck took her kids to a chicken farm.
The ducklings and chickens soon became friends, but no one
wanted to play with Ugly Duckling.

They laughed at him and gave him leftovers to eat. Ugly

Duckling felt very sad.
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Two wild geese found poor Ugly Duckling. “Would you like
to fly away with us?” they asked.

Ugly Duckling wanted to. But before he could reply, the two
wild geese were shot dead by hunters.

Hearing the shots, the wild ducks flew off at once. Ugly
Duckling hid himself in the reeds.
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Then the hunters released their dogs. Poor Ugly Duckling
was terrified. He bent his head under his wings.

A big dog found Ugly Duckling. He opened his big mouth
with sharp teeth. Just before Ugly Duckling fainted, the dog
turned and ran away.

“I'm so ugly that even the dog wouldn’t bite me,” Ugly
Duckling sighed.
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Ugly Duckling stayed in the reeds until nightfall. It was quiet
all around, and Ugly Duckling ran out of the reeds.

He kept running and finally stopped at a small hut. There was
an old woman sleeping in the house with her cat and hen. Ugly

Duckling slipped in.
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! The next morning, the old woman found Ugly Duckling. Not
| knowing whether he was a boy or a girl, she kept Ugly Duckling in
her house, expecting eggs from him in the future.
The hen tried to teach Ugly Duckling how to lay eggs, while
the cat showed him how to catch mice. But how could a boy duck
‘ lay eggs or catch mice?

Ugly Duckling left. He went to the river bank and settled %

down in the bushes.
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On an autumn evening, Ugly Duckling saw a flock of
beautiful swans. They were flying to warmer places for the winter.

The swans were white and elegant. Ugly Duckling had never

seen such beautiful creatures before.

Watching them leave, Ugly Duckling was upset.
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When winter came, it was getting so cold that
Ugly Duckling fainted in the freezing water.
A farmer saw him. He carried Ugly Duckling

home to his kids.

In the warm house, Ugly Duckling came to life.

The farmer’s kids came up to play with him. But Ugly
Duckling had thought they would beat him, so he

ran out of the house.
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Ugly Duckling went back to the marsh and lived there from
then on.

The cold winter passed and spring came. One warm sunny
day, Ugly Duckling stood up and lifted his wings. To his surprise,
he flew up!

Soon he flew to a large garden. There were three swans

swimming in a beautiful lake.
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ted to make friends with the
He flew down to the water and swam t

slowly. He was shy to see the beautiful swans

down towards the water

At that moment, he saw his reflection in the water. He was

~ not a duck anymore. He had become a beautiful swan! Lt
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Several kids came to the garden. They found the newswan :
and shouted with joy, “He is the most beautiful one!” ”
Other swans gave Ugly Duckling a warm welcome.

Ugly Duckling was so happy. “I never dreamed of such

happiness when | was an ugly duckling!” he said.
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