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Once upon a time, there lived a fisherman and his wife in a
shabby hut near the sea.

Every morning, the fisherman went out fishing in the sea,
while his wife stayed home and weaved all day long.

They lived a poor life. Fortunately, the fisherman was very

good at fishing, so they didn't have to suffer from hunger. Days

went by. They led an ordinary life, without any change.
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One day, the fisherman went fishing as usual. He cast his net
into the sea but caught only one golden fish. However, this was
no ordinary fish! It could talk. “Please let me go,” the fish said. "l will
give you whatever you want.”

The fisherman had never seen a talking fish.“Thank you, but |

don’t want anything,” he replied and then put the golden fish back

into the sea. The golden fish flapped its tail and soon disappeared.
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| The fisherman went home and told his wife about the
golden fish. His wife was angry.
“At least you should have asked for a wooden basin. Ours is

'II

falling into pieces!” she shouted.

So the fisherman went to the

seaside and called the golden fish.
“What can | do for you?” the
golden fish swam up and asked.
“Dear golden fish, my wife‘ﬁ;;\\
wants a new wooden basin.”
The golden fish replied, “Don’t
worry. She’s already got a new

basin.
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The fisherman returned home and found a new wooden
basin there. But his wife was even angrier.” How much can a
wooden basin cost? Go back and ask the fish for a wooden
house!”

The fisherman went back to the seaside and called the
golden fish again. The fish soon swam up to him.

“Dear golden fish, my wife wants a wooden
house.” The fisherman felt ashamed when he

said this to the golden fish.
“Don’t worry. She already has a

wooden house,” the golden %sh replied.
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The fisherman was shocked when he returned home. Their
shabby hut was gone; it was replaced by a wooden cabin. The house
was solid and nice, much better than the hut.

His wife shouted out as soon as she saw the fisherman, “ Why
did you only ask for a wooden cabin? | don’t want to live in a small
cabin. I'm tired of being a poor country woman. | want to be a noble

lady with a large house!”




www.TopSage.com




T ——

e AN
—

www.TopSage.com &




|
/At
B KAKE KA ® Kb, TR HE T TR ERR,
Feid KO p, 20Tk,
BRAERGL B ILBIL, ATITE D, £ KEGM
AAFEKRT, E—9uBFELELE, HFEAl 7
oW EE  “EHESF, AllES, WEBR T KB,
R T /A7

The fisherman sighed and went back to the seaside. The
peaceful sea had turned rough.

Hearing the fisherman’s call, the golden fish showed up
again.

“Dear golden fish,” the fisherman said with embarrassment, “|
know this is rude, but my wife got angrier. This time she wants to
live in a big house like a noble lady.”

“Don’t worry. She’s already got a large house and become a

noble lady!” the golden fish replied.
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The fisherman went back home, and found that the wooden
cabin had turned into a large house.

The arrogant old woman was wearing expensive clothes

and a pearl necklace. All the servants were working hard, but she
still whipped them.
Seeing the fisherman, the old woman scolded him and sent
him to do some dirty and tiresome work. -
After several days, she came up with
a new wish. This time, she wanted to be

an empress.
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The fisherman thought they were already having a good life
and didn't want to ask for the fish’s help any more. But his wife
asked the servants to force him to the seaside.

The blue sea surged up, and the waves rose high.

The fisherman called the golden fish reluctantly. The golden
fish came to the fisherman as she did before.

“Dear golden fish, please do me a favour,” the fisherman said.

“My wife wants to be an empress.”

“Don’t worry. She is an empress now,” the golden fish replied.
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The fisherman stumbled back. He saw a grand palace "\/
with guards standing outside. The old woman had become
an empress. Her wines and cakes were all imported from

foreign countries!

“Your majesty,” the fisherman said to his wife. “Now you |
should be satisfied!” But his wife said nothing and asked the i \

guards to drive him away.
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The fisherman could only rest in his boat.

People laughed at him, “How stupid the old fisherman
was! How dare he intrude into the palace and irritate the noble
empress?”’

The fisherman went fishing as usual, but he couldn’t catch
any fish any more. At night, he was cold and hungry in his boat.
He could see the bright palace and hear people talking and
laughing there. “It's not so bad,” he thought.

“After all, she wants nothing more.”’
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But the old woman was never satisfied. Shortly after, she
summoned the fisherman to the palace.“Go to the seaside and tell
the golden fish, | don’t want to be an empress any more! | want
to live on the sea and be the queen of the sea!"the old woman
demanded.“And | want her to serve me!”

Hearing this, the fisherman was scared and shuddered. But

the guards pointed their axes at him and forced him to go to the

seaside.
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The sea became violent. Great waves beat against the rocks
fiercely.

The fisherman called the golden fish in a low voice. The
golden fish swam up to him.“What's the matter?” she asked.

“Dear golden fish,” the fisherman murmured. “My wife never
gets satisfied. She wants to rule the sea, and she wants you to be
her servant.”

Hearing this, the golden fish just swam away without saying

anything.
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The fisherman waited for a long time. No matter how many
times he called, the golden fish didn’t show up any more. He
waited and waited, until it got dark, and he waited till the next
morning.

The blue sea was very quiet. The sun was rising slowly on the

sea. A new day had come. The fisherman knew that the golden

fish would never show up again. So he walked back to the palace.
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But to his surprise, the guards were all gone. The grand
palace had disappeared, and their old shabby hut was back!
His wife was weaving on the ground in her ragged clothes.

And beside her was the old, broken wooden basin!
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